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Benzonia joins the IPAC

The Benzonia Public Library recently expanded  its

services to allow patrons to view the library

catalog from the comfort of their homes!    The

Internet Public Access Catalog  (IPAC) allows

users to determine if a book is available at the

library from any internet accessible location.

In addition to being able to determine what books

the Benzonia Public Library owns, users can see

if a book is available at Traverse District Area

Library or other area libraries using this

database.

Users may also set up a personal account to review

what they have currently have checked out,

renew items, or place reserves for books.

Setting up an account is easy.  Connect to

www.libnet.org and click on the Account tab.

Follow the links to register as a new user,

choosing Benzonia as your home library and

using your Benzonia Library card number as

identification.

Need help?  Call 231-882-4111 during our open

hours for assistance! FREE INFORMATION
Are you taking advantage of it?

Full text magazines, journals, and reference

books are availableon the Internet via the

Michigan eLibrary.   Connect to

www.mel.org, then click on MeL database

link.  The Library of Michigan pays for the

databases and makes them available at no

cost to Michigan residents.  A Michigan

drivers license number is your password to

this valuable resource.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Paul Michalek
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Helping Hands

f you visit the library on Fridays,

you may run into Paul Michalek

at the circulation desk or in the

stacks.  That’s what Paul likes

best about volunteering here.

There is much to do and variety never bores him.

Paul will accept any assignment from moving

furniture to transporting bats from inside the

library to a more suitable location! His talents

abound ... and not just in the library.

Paul has a degree in Music Theory from

the University of Michigan and can play all the

clarinets.  His ability to enjoy music is greatly

enhanced by his studies and while most of us can

listen to new pieces and say “that’s nice", Paul

can instantly analyze the composition, pulling out

parts and recognizing sections.

A minor degree in geology, with a

concentration on meteorology and oceanography,

provided Paul with knowledge of how the earth

plays its serenade and how things are formed,

move, and interact.  For a final project, Paul

actually created a map of the floor of the Indian

Ocean using core samples!

Paul recognizes beauty in patterns: in

music, in natural forces, and in the orchids he

raises under lights.  His favorite orchid is the

Dendrochilum Filiforme commonly known as the

“chain orchid”.  Often, Paul will bring an orchid

into the library to grace the circulation desk for a

few days.

Paul likes libraries. As a child, Paul was a

frequent visitor at the Carl Sandburg Library in

Livonia, Michigan.  His favorite author, at that

time, was Beatrix Potter and Paul participated in

the Summer Reading Program just like Benzie

area youngsters do today.   As he grew up, he still

enjoyed libraries and books.  Paul worked at the

Livonia Civic Center and Sandburg Libraries as a

Library Page.

  Nowadays, Paul enjoys mysteries and

humorous fiction.  If you asked him to

recommend a book that would put a smile on

anyone’s face, Paul would tell you to read Tricky

Business by Dave Barry.  You’ll find it in our

library’s Fiction Room.

So stop by the library some Friday (or

Saturdays, too, in the summer) and say “Hi” to

Paul.   Once you start chatting, you are bound to

find out that Paul has many talents.  We are so

pleased that he shares them with our community!

       Library Hours:

Monday, Wednesday, Friday

11am - 5pm

Tuesday, Thursday

11am-7pm

Saturday 11am-3pm
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I have been reading to my kids since they were

born. And I don’t mean just Goodnight Moon, but

also chapter books, like The Adventures of Winnie

the Pooh by Milne, Beverly Cleary books, Peter Pan

and other books that I thought were fun.  Now in all

honesty, when my son was three months old, I was

reading books like this to him because the picture

books got boring for me.  But as he and his sister got

older I kept reading chapter books that some might

have considered advanced. Still, they sat and they

listened for surprisingly long periods of time.  And

they are listening still.  Back then I was reading to

them for my sake, but as luck would have it,  I was

unknowingly doing them a big favor.  When they got

into school their teachers told me that I had given

them a love of reading and a step up on all their

schoolwork.

Now that they are older, I see the benefits kids

get from being read to ALWAYS.  An article from the

ERIC Clearinghouse on Rural Education says that

reading to children from birth helps them to “learn

about language…The more they are read to and read,

children learn how to write and spell.  Later, they

master reading and writing at an earlier age. Children

who have been read to and who can read at early

ages achieve higher grades in language arts and

higher scores on standardized tests.”   And listen to

this, from the same article:  “Still another benefit is

that students learn empathy for others, to see other

sides to a story.  It could be that they feel what the

main character is going through…(Reading) provides

opportunities for them to interact with persons not in

their immediate environment …Through books,

children can travel to far away lands, learn about life

in the jungle, or about a cattle ranch. In reading

books about their own culture and that of others,

children learn about what is considered proper and

appropriate behavior for that culture…(W)hen

reading fairy tales or modern fantasy, children learn

how to use their imagination, to view situations from

various perspectives, to know that events can be seen

from different viewpoints.”  WOW! I knew I was

helping them like to read, but I never thought of all

those other benefits.  Empathy, can you imagine?

What could be nicer on these cold winter days

than to find a book you loved as a kid and start

reading?  My kids can both read to themselves, but

they still clamor for me to read some more from

whatever chapter book adventure we are into now,

and I am just as excited to find out what will happen

next.  We love to curl up together and share an

adventure or a laugh or even a cry.  If you don’t

think you can get your children to sit still at home,

try reading to them as

you are riding in the car.

The ride to and from

Traverse City goes so

much easier when we

are all caught up in a

story.  They can be

bickering away but

when I begin reading,

everyone gets along.

Then, once you are

home and already have

their interest as to what

will happen next, pick up the story again.

I  encourage you to find a fun book from your

childhood and share it with a new generation!

Maria Wolowiec,

Children's Librarian

The Reading Mother

I had a Mother who read to me

Sagas of pirates who scoured the sea,

Cutlasses clenched in their yellow teeth,

“Blackbirds” stowed in the hold beneath.

I had a Mother who read me lays

Of ancient and gallant and golden days;

Stories of Marmion and Ivanhoe,

Which every boy has a right to know.

I had a Mother who read me tales

Of Gelert the hound of the hills of Wales,

True to his trust till his tragic death,

Faithfulness blent with his final breath.

I had a mother who read me the things

That wholesome life to the boy heart brings-

Stories that stir with an upward touch,

Oh, that each mother of boys were such!

You may have tangible wealth untold;

Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold.

Richer than I you can never be-

I had a Mother who read to me.

Strickland Gillilan

KEEP READING !



Support Your Library by Joining the Friends.

Please make checks payable to

Friends of Benzonia Public Library
P.O. Box 445

Benzonia, Michigan 49616

2006 Membership Dues

Individual          $5.00  _____         Patron                $25.00  ____      Business/Professional  $35.00    ____

Family             $10.00  ____       Contributing         $50.00  _____

                                                                                                                 or  more

NAME________________________________________e-mail____________________

ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________

PHONE___________________ I WOULD LIKE TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER. PLEASE CALL ME.____
                                                        All Membership Dues and Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

MEL DATABASE CLASS SCHEDULE

All Classes Begin at 10 AM at the

Library:

Tuesday, February 7th

Thursday, February 16th

Monday, February 20th

Tuesday, March 14th

Monday, March 20th

Instructor : Helen Dewey

Call 882-4111 to register--space is

    limited!

FREE INFORMATION  continued from page 1

Of course you can “google” a topic and find quite a bit

of free information.  However, users find more

accurate and reliable information by accessing the

MEL databases.  The information contained in these

sources meets strict standards for publication and

they are indexed by topic and keyword to help you

quickly locate what you need.

Health & Wellness Resource Center with Alternative

Health is a favorite database to find medical

information.  For example, the full text of current

articles on "breast cancer" are available from a wide

variety of magazines and journals including Natural

Health, The Lancet, and Diagnostic Update .  The

Health and Wellness Resource Center also displays

reference books such as Gale Encyclopedia of

Cancer,  Need information about prescription

medicines?  Use this database to find drug side

effects, precautions,and interactions.

General Reference Center Gold is a general interest

database that integrates a variety of sources in one

easy-to-use interface. Use General Reference Center

Gold to find articles from newspapers, reference

books, and periodicals, many with full-text and

images. Find the latest articles on current events,

popular culture, business and industry trends, the

arts and sciences, sports, hobbies, and more.

What do I read next? can help users uncover new

reading adventures, find long-remembered favorites,

and discover award-winning titles.

There are also databases with articles and other

information specifically for students from elementary

through high school age.

During February and March, the Benzonia Public

Library will offer morning classes to guide users in

navigating the MeL databases.  There is no fee to

participate.  Reserve a seat in advance of the class

by visiting the Benzonia Public Library or calling

the library at 882-4111!

4


