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Mark your Calendars!
Saturday, October 6th-11:00AM-3:00PM-Mills

Community House and Benzonia Public Library tours
and open house.  Used Jigsaw Puzzle Sale will be
held in the lower level of the Mills. The sale is
sponsored by the Friends of Benzonia Public Library.

Saturday, October 6th,    KID's Book Swap!
 see page  2

Tuesday Book Chat - 11:00AM on the 4th Tuesday
 September 25th, October 23rd, November 27th,
January 22nd .

Join the Meeting of the Library Friends the second
Monday of each month at 9:30AM in the library.

Learning how to read does not come as easily to
some as to others.  When John Stone was in
elementary school, he required one on one
instruction, and the teachers often just did not
have time to devote to him.  John, like so
many, floated through the grades without
mastering the skills at each level.

When you are young, it is easy to believe you can
get by with minimal skills, but, as an adult, John
realized that he needed to be a better reader in
order to find the best jobs that were of interest
to him.    With the help of Manistee-Benzie
CMH, John began to recognize what skills he
needed to improve his quality of life.
PROJECT READ NORTHWEST is helping
him achieve his goals.   Through PROJECT
READ, John met Margaret Laubach who has
been tutoring John at the Benzonia Public
Library for the past six months.

Meeting once a week, Margaret tutors John in
reading.  Margaret heard of the need for
tutors for adults in the area.  She answered
the call and is pleased to be giving back to
the community in such a rewarding fashion.
“John is progressing very nicely.  He is
eager to learn and always completes his
assignments.”  PROJECT READ sent
materials to the library to assist Margaret
as a tutor.  She uses the Challenger Series
with John and finds the LITSTART tutor’s
manual very helpful.  PROJECT READ
also offers formal training classes for tutors.
While in the library, Margaret assists John
in finding books that hold his interest and
are written for his reading level. John has
read about the planets, solar system, and
volcanos. He likes anything to do with
science.  Margaret wishes there were more

Continued on page 4
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Tuesday Book Chat

Hey Kids, bring in a few books in good condition to
swap for others you haven't read yet!  The swap
will be held on Saturday, October 6th, during our
open house from 11:00AM to 3:00PM, but you
can bring your books in ahead of time so we have
some to start with!  We will issue you a "Book
Buck" for every great book you bring in.  (Limit to
ten per person)

Are you a reader? Are you looking for
suggestions of new books or authors? Then
come join us at the Tuesday Book Chat. We
meet the 4th Tuesday of each month at
11:00 in the Catton Room of the Benzonia
Library. Rather than all reading and
discussing the same book, attendees
informally report on something they have
found of interest. A sampling of the books
covered this summer include:

Simple Genius by David Baldacci
(bestselling action mystery)

DoubleTime by Priscilla Cogan -local author-
(delightful cross country journey by an inept
robber and his two hostages: a rebellious
teen and an octogenarian. Redefines family.)

The Good Earth by Pearl Buck (classic story
of human motivations and the corrupting
power of money)

China Road: A Journey into the Future of a
Rising Power by Bob Gifford (NPR
correspondent journeys across China on the
old “Silk Road”. )

Sky Burial:An Epic Love Story of Tibet by
Xinran Xue (chinese woman searches for
her husband in Tibet)

William Safire on Language by William
Safire (collection of his columns and letters
he received in response)

The Virtues of Aging by Jimmy Carter (how
to keep physically and mentally fit, and the
importance of family)

The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of
Those Who Survived the Great American
Dust Bowl by Timothy Eagan (portraits of
families who stayed behind)

Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment by

James Patterson (classified as teen fantasy, but
great for adults as well—a band of kids escape the
lab where they were bred as mutants with the ability
to fly)

Wild Indigo by Sandy Ault (murder mystery with
Pueblo Indian culture background)

The Time of Our Singing: A Novel by Richard
Powers (a biracial family and their music in the Civil
Rights era)

Break No Bones by Kathy Reichs (murder mystery
featuring forensic anthropologist Tempe Brennan).
Part of a series. Reichs is a forensic anthropologist,
and her work is reflected in the series.

Entombed by Linda Fairstein (part of a series
featurning Alexandra Cooper) Fairstein is former
member of NYC sex crimes unit and the series
reflects her experiences).

The Last Summer (of You and Me) by Ann
Brashares (reunion of high school friends on Fire
Island)

Kids Book Swap!

NEW ON MeL :

Beginning October 1st, Michigan eLibrary  (MeL ) users will
be able to connect to  the Heritage Quest genealogy
database from their home computers.

Also, Chiltons Auto Repair Manuals Business & Company
Resource Center have been added to the collection of
databases available to Michigan residents through MeL.

Need Assistance?  Call 822-4111!
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   Benzonia Friends
support early literary!

The Friends of Benzonia Public Library are
pleased to participate in a new program to
give newborns their very first book.

Children who are read to three times a week or
more do much better in later development
than children who are read to less than three
times a week.*  Recognizing the importance
of emergent literacy, the Friends have agreed
to purchase Board Books for babies born to
Benzie Country residents.

New parents are encouraged to visit the Library
with their new baby to pick up their copy of
I Am a Bunny by Ole Rison and illustrated
by Richard Scarry.

Synopsis from the Editor:

 In the spring, Nicholas likes to sniff the flowers,
and in the summer, watch the frogs in the pond. In
the fall, he watches the animals getting ready for
winter, and in winter, watches the snow falling from
the sky. This beautifully illustrated, gentle story is
one of Golden’s most beloved titles.

*American LibraryAssociation Early Literacy Initiative

EVERYBODY'S CLUCKING
ABOUT IT!

Michigan Reads to Children! has selected the 2007 One
State, One Book choice!

Target has donated copies of Big Chickens by Leslie
Helakoski to libraries throughout the state.  In addition,
the library received a Programming and Resource Guide
from the Library of Michigan.  This guide suggests
activites and alternate books for the preschool or
kindergarten to second-grade children.

The Benzonia Public Library has added two copies of Big
Chickens to the collection.  Children who read or hear
this book put there names on a list by the circulation
desk and receive a sticker.

           

Big Chickens is a silly story of serious fun.  The ways in
which the chickens meet their challenges head on with
perservance and determination to problem solve are
grand lessons in bravery for us all, whether young or
young at heart.  The use of repetition, "what ifs,"
alliteration and rhyme will immediately hold the reader
captive until the surprise ending turns trepidation into big
smiles and sighs of relief.

Michigan Reads! is a program of the Library of Michigan,
sponsored by the Library of Michigan Foundation in
partnership with Target Stores.  The programming and
resource guide was developed to give caregivers,
librarians, and teachers different types of activites to
support children and their families in early childhood
literacy.



Support Your Library by Joining the Friends.
Please make checks payable to

Friends of Benzonia Public Library
P.O. Box 445

Benzonia, Michigan 49616

2008 Membership Dues
Individual          $5.00  _____         Patron                $25.00  ____      Business/Professional  $35.00    ____
Family             $10.00  ____       Contributing         $50.00  _____
                                                                                                                 or  more
NAME________________________________________e-mail____________________
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________
PHONE___________________ I WOULD LIKE TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER. PLEASE CALL ME.____
                                                        All Membership Dues and Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
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The Mills Community House
Presents:

Fall Festival Open House
Saturday, October 6th

11:00 AM-3:00 PM
Boyhood home of Bruce Catton,

Pulitzer Prize winning Civil War author.
Light  refreshments and tours.

Arts & Crafts Exhibit and Sale
Saturday, December 1st

 Children's Hour
Last Saturday of the Month

10:00AM-11:00AM

Halloween Party
Oct 27th

Holiday fun at the Mills
Nov 24th

Winter Wonderland
Jan. 26th

Irish Fairies and Folktales
Feb. 23rd

in the Meeting Space - Lower Level
231-882-0591

continued  from page 1
choices of reading material for John.  The
Friends of Benzonia Public Library are
exploring options to improve the easy
reading for adults selections.

John is extremely appreciative of Margaret’s
instruction.   John is not only improving his
reading skills, but has found that his speech
has improved.  Reading helps him recognize
and use appropriate sentence structure in his
everyday life.  John now is employed full-
time and feels good about himself.  “If it
hadn’t been for the library, I don’t know
where I’d be, ” John commented.

PROJECT READ is always looking for
volunteers.  Those interested should contact
the library.  And, if you know of anyone who
would benefit from the service offered
through Manistee-Benzie CMH or
PROJECT READ, please ask for contact
information.  Together, we can make a
difference!

    Margaret Laubach           John Stone


