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Stay Up To Date! Notices about whatõs happening at BPL will be sent via our 
Mailing List & Facebook. Information also at  www.benzonialibrary.org . 

 

With the rapidly changing information and regulations, this is where  
youõll hear the latest about whatõs happening at BPL and when.  

Digital newsletters will be sent monthly with updates as we have the details.  
 

Let all your friends know they can sign -up too!  

Join Our Mailing List for Updates & Information About BPL  

Letter from Amanda McLaren, BPL Director  

To our Benzonia Public Library family,  

WOW! It seems like lately everything stands still or moves really, really fast!  

We are excited to let you know that, per the executive order 2020 -110, libraries may reopen beginning June 8 th ! 

With that, Benzonia Public Library will begin a PHASED reopening which will start with curbside services. Why a 

phased reopening, you ask? Because there is a great deal that still needs to be done to safely open our doors. Every 

step we make will be with our staff and patronsõ health and safety in mind. There is much to do!  

PHASE 1 will begin Monday, June 8 th  and will be in place until the next phase is announced. The library building 

will remain closed to the public during this time. We will be offering curbside services throughout the week during 

limited hours. *Mondays, 11am -2pm *Wednesdays 4pm -7pm *Fridays 11am -2pm.    

For instructions regarding curbside requests and pick up, please see page 2. During the time that we are in Phase 

1, safety precautions will be taken. All returned materials will be quarantined a minimum of 72 hours and will be 

wiped down before being made available to the public. Curbside services will be no -contact, with items being placed 

directly in your trunk, or if you prefer, left on the sidewalk for you to place in your vehicle. At this time MeL 

borrowing is unavailable. We are uncertain as to when that will be reinstated, but we will post updates on our 

website and Facebook page.  

On a date yet to be determined, we plan to offer a Computer Center on the Mills Lower Level. This Computer Center 

is a partnership between the Mills Community House and the Benzonia Public Library and will be offered by 

appointment -only during the same limited hours as curbside.  The lower level provides the space needed to safely 

distance the computers and allow patrons access for essential services. Details regarding the Computer Center can 

be found on page 3. Again, all safety precautions will be taken with each computer area being wiped down between 

use.  

Summer Reading Programs will be virtual this year and registration is available online at www.benzonialibrary.org 

or by phone at 231 -882 -4111. All Reading Challenges and prize information are available on our website. Bag pick -

up will be available curbside. Please see pages 6 & 7 for more information.  

*Please note, US -31 is currently under construction. You will need to use the Walker Street entrance for book 

returns and pick -ups!*  

We are grateful for the opportunity to offer these services! If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 

benzonialibrary@gmail.com . 

Amanda McLaren  

Director  

https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Benzonia-Public-Library-66670125558/?fref=ts
mailto:benzonialibrary@gmail.com
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New Account: Online Sign -up at BPL  
Donõt have an account at Benzonia Public Library?  
 
No problem, you can now apply online for a card that allows borrowing privileges at the library.  
You'll have access to BPL materials once the library can safely offer curbside pick -up. Benzie County 
residents and landowners will also have access to e -books and other 
electronic resources as soon as the account is activated.  
 

Visit www.benzonialibrary.org , select Library Catalog, select Sign -Up on 
the far right of the page. Fill out the online application and upload a copy of 
your driverõs license.1   
 

Recently applied for a Digital Card?  You can upgrade to full services by emailing a copy of your driverõs 
license to benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com . Weõll let you know as soon as your account is updated, 
your account number will stay the same.  
  
1 If your driverõs license doesnõt show your local address, we can discuss other options for proving Benzie 

ONLINE SIGN UP  

 www.benzonialibrary.org  

¶ Beginning Monday, June 8th, Curbside pick -up days/times are:  

¶ 11 am -2 pm, Monday and Friday  

¶ 4-7 pm, Wednesday  

¶ Maximum reserves per library card are: 10 print items and 5 DVDs  

¶ This service is for picking up items only. No other transactions will be 

handled curbside.  

¶ All returned items should be placed  in the outdoor drop box.  

¶ Email benzonialibrary@gmail.com with questions regarding your account.  

¶ Visit www.benzonialibrary.org/Curbside  for additional information.  

 

Please be patient as we figure out the best way to offer this  

new service as efficiently and safely as possible.  

 

Curbsid

e Pickup  

Curbside @ BPL  
Benzonia Public Library  

891 Michigan Ave (US -31) 
Benzonia, MI * 231 -882 -4111  

www.benzonialibrary.org  

Not sure what you want to read but know you just need something?   
Complete our  5for5 Form  at www.benzonialibrary.org/Curbside  and we'll get a stack of books chosen  

just for you! Simply tell us 5 books you enjoyed reading and we will find 5 more of similar ones.  

ONLINE CATALOG REQUEST:  

Visit www.benzonialibrary.org   Select the 

Library Catalog icon and login using your 

library card number. Click the "help" icon  in the 

top left corner for instructions and 

tips on browsing and placing reserves.  

PHONE REQUEST:  

Call 231 -882 -4111 and either 

speak with a staff member or 

leave a message.  

Be sure to leave your full 

name and phone number.  

EMAIL REQUEST:  

Email benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com  to 

request items. Include title and author name. 

Please note if you are requesting a  DVD or 

Audio. Be sure to include your name and 

phone number in your email.  

Three easy ways to request items for Curbside Pick -up  

Once your request is received, a staff member will contact you to  

give instructions and schedule your pick -up date/time.  

https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
mailto:benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/curbside-at-bpl.html
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/curbside-at-bpl.html
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
mailto:benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com


 о 

REMEMBERING BENZIE:  
An Oral History Project  

June 2020 Update  

We are so excited to announce that the student interns have moved forward with the Remembering Benzie project by 

completing  a segment titled "History in the Making!" We greatly admire the studentsõ determination to continue with the 

project in the face of great obstaclesõ and we are thrilled about the direction that they chose to take. 

Each student intern selected one teacher/administrator and one student to interview regarding their quarantine 

experiences. Each interview is approximately 30 minutes long and is unedited.   

The òHistory in the Makingó interviews, as well as interviews previously recorded by the interns, will gradually be featured 

on the Remembering Benzie YouTube channel and the Benzonia Public Library website. Please subscribe to the 

Remembering Benzie YouTube channel and set your account up for notifications so that you can get an update whenever 

a new video is posted!   

Thank you for your continued support of our awesome student interns and our wonderful Oral History Project! The 

Remembering Benzie Oral History Project is made possible by a grant from the Institute of Museum  and Library Services 

and is a partnership between Benzonia Public Library, Benzie County Central Schools and the Benzie Area Historical 

Society.  

 

Watch for the groupõs updates in newsletters, their YouTube channel, and at  www.benzonialibrary.org.    

 BENZONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY  

Another exciting service!  

Making computers available  

for essential business needs.  
 

The Computer Center will be co -sponsored by Benzonia Public Library and Mills 

Community House Association. Using the lower level will allow us to provide 

computer use with appropriate social distancing.  
 

Once we can safely open, we are ready to provide computer access for essential 

business including: unemployment, job applications,  taxes, online transactions, 

information, etc. Printing will be available.  
 

Stay tuned for details and dates.  

RESTRICTIONS APPLY:  

Use of the Computer 

Center requires:  

 

Pre-scheduled appointment  
Face mask worn correctly  

Social distancing  
*********  

No FAX service  
No computer assistance  
Elevator by appointment  

Weõll send information to those on our digital mailing list and post updates on our  

website and Facebook page. See page 4 for details on how to join our mailing list.  

COMPUTER CENTER PLANNED  

US-31 ROAD CONSTRUCTION IN BENZONIA  

Road construction on US -31 through Benzonia is in full swing. The road is currently 

one lane from M -115 at Stapletonõs to Burr Street which is 3 blocks south.  
 

The entrance to BPL from US -31 is currently closed. Youõll need to use the side 

entrance off Walker Street when coming to the library for curbside pick -up or to use 

Wi-Fi. You may want to try using Case Road to Walker Street as an alternate route.  
 

Please be patient, we know the construction and delays are frustrating, but it will be 

worth it when everything is finished. The road will be smooth without pot holes and 

there will be set -back sidewalks on both sides from Stapletonõs to Shop-n -Save.  

 

Benzonia will be pedestrian friendly and beautiful!  
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https://www.benzonialibrary.org/

