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Treasures of the DIA 

By Maureen Esther, HistoryTeller 

Thursday, January 16th, 2025 
  with two times to choose from! 

4:00-5:30 pm or 6:30-8:00pm 
 

Benzonia Public Library 

891 Michigan Ave (US-31), Benzonia, MI 

This program discusses just a few of the wonderful pieces of art that are in 

our own Detroit Institute of Art. Designated as a World Class museum, it 
contains many hidden treasures.  Come and hear the stories of the art, 

artists and time periods that illuminate these great works of art!  

Maureen, a HistoryTeller for over 30 years, enjoys bringing  

her love of Art and History to the Benzonia Public Library.  

No charge for event, just come and enjoy.  

Come HANG WITH YOUR GNOMIES  

At BPL’s Tween Club Hangout! 
 WHAT IS Tween Club Hangout? 

A little bit of art, a little bit of science, a little bit of gaming, a little 
bit of snacking and A WHOLE LOT OF FUN! 

A FREE program designed especially for our friends between the ages of 8 and 13, TCH 
will be a monthly event, featuring a different theme and fun collection of activities each 

time.  The only thing that will not change is the FUN we will have! 
   

January’s theme will be SNOW MUCH FUN and we will explore the art and science     
behind our favorite winter weather!   

   FRIDAY, JANUARY 31st 

   1:00—2:30PM  

This is a school early release day, so 
let’s do something fun in the afternoon! 

 

READY TO JOIN IN?  

SIGN UP NOW USING THE QR CODE 

OR IN THE LIBRARY 
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The Housemaid’s Secret - 2 (Housemaid #2), Freida 

McFadden 

The Housemaid Is Watching - 3 (Housemaid #3), Freida 

McFadden 
Robert B. Parker’s Hot Property – 52 (Spenser Novels #52), 
Mike Lupica 

Stuart Woods’ Golden Hour, Brett Battles 

The Teacher, Freida McFadden 

Time of the Child, Niall Williams 

Tooth and Claw, Craig Johnson 

You Can’t Hurt Me: A Novel, Emma Cook 
A Song to Drown Rivers, Ann Liang 
 

ADULT—LARGE PRINT 

Christmas With the Queen: A Novel, Hazel Gaynor 

 

YA 

It’s Not Me, It’s You, Alex Light 
 

ADULT – BOOK CLUB KITS 
Bel Canto: A Novel (9 Copies), Ann Patchett 

The Night Watchman: A Novel (10 Copies), Louise Erdrich 
 

ADULT—FIC 

The Boyfriend, Freida McFadden 

Den of Iniquity – 26 (J.P. Beaumont #26), Judith Jance 

The Evolution of the Gospelettes, Tammy Oberhausen 

The House of Cross - 32  (Alex Cross #32), James 

Patterson 
The Loose End (A Teigan Craft Forensic Mystery #1), A.J. 

Cross 

Locked In (Department Q #10), Jussi Adler-Olsen 

The Housemaid - 1 (Housemaid #1), Freida McFadden 

Adult & Young Adult: What’s New For You! 

2024 A Year in Review 

What a year! It has been a year of transition and growth at the library. We are so grateful to our patrons and 

community members that offer us so much support, love, gratitude and smiles. We have found ourselves inspired, 

excited, eager to continue moving forward and ready for what is yet to come! As we look back on the previous year 
we do so with a great deal of delight and we hope that you do, too.  

 

2024 Highlights: 

 Preschool Storytime with Miss Anne was very popular running January-May and September-December. Fridays 

at 10:30am Miss Anne joins the kiddos for story time fun, activities and crafts. 

 Miss Addy continues to help bring the Storytime fun. The kids love having her help with crafts and read them a 

story each week! 

 HistoryTeller Maureen Esther presented programs on Women and the Arts, Russia’s Peter the Great, Vincent 

Van Gogh, Van Eyck and Henry the VIII. 

 HotSpots continued to be extremely popular thanks to the support of the Friends of Benzonia Library 

 Ice Skate lending was hit or miss due to unseasonably warm weather but we are grateful to Dr. Musgrave for her 

community support! 

 Eclipse glasses give-away and an Eclipse Viewing Party helped the community celebrate a stellar celestial event! 

 Plant Diagnostic Clinics with MSU Extension and Master Gardener volunteers ran May through September, 

offering wonderful advice on plant pests and diseases, lawn, bug or weed identification and recommendations. 

 The summer reading program “Adventure Begins at YOUR Library” was a big hit with puppet shows, crafts, 

activities, baby bingo, and more!  

 Summer and Holiday book, puzzle and craft sales by the Friends of BPL raised funds for the Library! Crafts sold 

at these events are created by our Repurposeful Librarians and ALL proceeds benefit the library!  We are grateful 

to be surrounded by such talent! 

 A large number of new children’s books were added to our collection thanks to a generous grant from the Pilcrow 

Foundation and the Friends of BPL. 

 A light table with accessories has made its return to the Children's Room thanks to the Friends of BPL! 

 STEM kits have continued to be very popular and are being updated as needed. 

 Sixteen Book Club Kits have been added to our collection for use by all of our club-loving patrons.  

 The Holiday Party included carols, stories, the BPL Puppets, refreshments, crafts, and gift making. It was a 

wonderful time of togetherness and fun.  

 

Many thanks to the patrons, staff, Friends, volunteers and library board.  
You are the beating hearts of the library and your love and dedication is a gift to all of us.  

Thank you for all you do! Here's to a great year past and an exciting future. 
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Want to be informed  

of changes and  

receive Story Time 

information? 

Sign up at  

www.benzonialibrary.org/

story-time-at-bpl 

Story Time  

Dates: 

January 10 

January 17 

January 24 

January 31 

Youth: What’s New For You! 

JUVENILE 
The Birchbark House — 1 (Birchbark House #1), Jeff 
Kinney 
 
J GRAPHIC NOVELS 

Big Jim Begins – 13 (Dog man #13), Dav Pilkey 
 
J NON-FICTION 

Children’s Encyclopedia of the Periodic Table, Janet 
Bingham 
 
EARLY READER 
Lone Wolf Gets a Pet, Kiah Thomas 
 
EARLY READER SERIES 
Otter Chaos!: Adventure Mice – 1 (Adventure Mice 
#1), Phillip Reeve 
The Story of Gumluck and the Dragon’s Eggs – 2 
(Gumluck and the Wizard #2), Adam Rex 
 
PICTURE BOOKS 

Ahoy, Sophie Blackall 
All At Once Upon a Time, Mara Rockliff 
All The Books, Hayley Rocco 
The Best Eid Holiday Ever, Asma Mobin-Uddin 

The Christmas Mitzvah, Jeff Gottesfeld 
Coming Home: A Hopi Resistance Story = 
Tutuqaykingaqw nima: Hopisino pahan tutqayiwuy 
ep yorhomti, Mavasta Honyouti 
A Cozy Winter Day, Eliza Wheeler 
Give Back, Gina Bellisario 
Grandpa Green, Lane Smith 
Let’s Celebrate 5 Days of Diwali (Maya and Neel’s 
India Adventure Series #1), Ajanta Chakraborty 
Let’s Celebrate Holi: India’s Festival of Colors (Maya 
and Neel’s India Adventure Series #3), Ajanta 
Chakraborty 

Mr. Round and Mr. Square, Patricia Fitti 
Nutcracker In Harlem, T.E. McMorrow 
Tumblebaby, Adam Rex 
 
BOARD BOOKS 
Baby’s First Hanukkah 
Baby’s First Holi 
 
JDVD 
Inside Out 2 (DVD) 
The Wild Robot (DVD) 

https://www.benzonialibrary.org/story-time-at-bpl.html
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/story-time-at-bpl.html
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891 Michigan Ave (US-31), P.O. Box 445,  

Benzonia, MI 49616 

www.benzonialibrary.org 

benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com 

231-882-4111 

Jane Sullivan, President 

Paula Lake, VP 

Diana Heller, Treasurer 

Megan Barnard, Secretary 

Audrey Pittinos, Trustee 

Jennifer Ryan, Trustee 

Board of Trustees 

Benzonia Public Library Board of Trustees meetings are at 4 pm the 3rd Wednesday of  

each month in the library building. Meetings are open to the public.   

Roger Dewey, President / Flint Watt, Vice President 

Kathy Johnson, Secretary  / Nicole St. Laurent, Treasurer 

Ruth Catton, Director / Jimmy McLaren, Director 

Sue Smith, Director 

FRIENDS OF BENZONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Meetings are usually held the 1st Thursday every other month in the library building.  

Next meeting is our Annual Meeting: February 6, 2025 at 4:30pm. Everyone welcome.  

Up North Digital Collection using the Libby App 
Includes eBooks, audiobooks, and eMagazines on your personal device or computer. 

Visit benzonialibrary.org and click on the Digital Collection icon. 

Funded by Friends of BPL. 

Receive BPL Newsletters & 
Activity Updates via email. 

 

Sign up at benzonialibrary.org   
When you join our mailing list the Friends of BPL 

will send newsletters plus activity updates. 

Transparent  
Language Online 

The Mid-Michigan Library League (BPL is a proud member!) is 
providing free access to this wonderful language learning 

resource Visit benzonialibrary.org and click on  
the Transparent Language image. 

Offering for sale a great selection of  
quality used books & jigsaw puzzles. 

 

Purchases may be made in BPL during regular 
library hours. Proceeds benefit BPL. 

Corner Book Shoppe at BPL  

The Friends of BPL accept donations, in 
excellent condition, of 

Jigsaw puzzles (with all the pieces) & Books.  
 

Donation criteria available at BPL &   

benzonialibrary.org/donating-books-and-puzzles 

Up to 2 bags may be dropped off at the library  
during regular business hours.  

Library of Things at BPL 
 

The Library of Things service supports lifelong learning 

and creativity. Adult cardholders can borrow practical 

hands-on items to learn new skills, explore areas of 
interest, or help with everyday tasks.    

Visit www.benzonialibrary.org  

to see items in our catalog 

Providing the little and  
not so little extras  

for the Library! 

HotSpots at BPL:  
 

We are excited the Friends of Benzonia Public 
Library have agreed to fund HotSpots for 
another year! While this is great news, it 

is important to note that the HotSpot program has 
changed. HotSpots will now only be loaned to 

Benzie County Residents with proof of 
residency or property ownership in our 

computer system. 
 

The new HotSpots, powered by Mobile Beacon 
will be active by next week. Mobile Beacon 

states it offers the nation’s largest 5G network and 
lightning-fast 4G network exclusively to community 

organizations, schools, libraries, and non-profits 
across the country. Visit their coverage page for 

details www.mobilebeacon.org/coverage 
 

At BPL we believe this program will offer excellent 
coverage to most of our users. As with all HotSpot 
providers there may be areas that are not covered 

and BPL is subject to these limitations.   

https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
mailto:benzonialibraryconntce@gmail.com
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://benzonialibrary.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fdff919439dc9e7443e95cdb2&id=f2ed4502a2
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Benzonia-Public-Library-66670125558/?fref=ts
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://library.transparent.com/westmichiganmi/
https://www.benzonialibrary.org/donating-books-and-puzzles.html
https://libbyapp.com/library/upnorth
http://www.benzonialibrary.org/
https://www.mobilebeacon.org/coverage/

