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Dear Friends, Fall 2025

The Friends of Benzonia Public Library ask you again to help us support the library. As a
501(c)(3) non-profit, we rely on you to help us provide the extras that keep BPL a vibrant
asset to Benzie County, as it has been for 100 years. The library’s state-designated
service area includes all or portions of Benzonia, Homestead, Joyfield, and Lake
Townships, but everyone is welcome to use the library, no matter where you live. We’re
proud to celebrate BPL’s exceptional service to our community since 1925.

Benzonia Township’s property tax millage pays for the basics at the library, such as rent
for the middle floor of the Mills Community House (the library does not own the building),
staff pay, utilities, and part of collection development (buying books and other materials
that the library lends to the public for free). We are truly grateful for the millage, and the
library could not run without it, but the millage does not fund BPL’s entire operation. The
Friends provide the extras that make a real difference for our fantastic library. During
Benzonia Public Library’s most recent fiscal year (July 2024-June 2025), the Friends
provided over $20,000 for these extras and more:

e Provided financial support for BPL’s “100 Years of Community” celebrations,
including refreshments, book purchases for a community read-along, speaker
honorariums, and a Benzie Bus wrap to honor BPL’s 100 years in the Mills.

e Paid for Overdrive digital services (eBooks and audio books that are downloadable
for free to your computer, tablet, or mobile device).

e Funded all technical support for library computers & audio-visual aids. The Friends
paid annual fees for the website and internet domain and hot spot connectivity.

e Paid a portion of collection development, including books and DVDs and matching
funds for a Pilcrow grant to purchase children’s books.

e Funded the Summer Reading Program, youth services, story time, Tween Club, and
the library newsletter.

e Paid for carpet cleaning and window washing for the library.

e Funded various items to loan in the “library of things” as well as “seed money” for
items in the “library of things” that are funded by outside grants. We purchased
four mobile “hot spots” for use by patrons who have no internet access.

e Provided honorariums for guest speakers for public programs.

e Donated $10,000 to the library for general use (not for salaries).

o Replaced the staff’s worn-out front desk chair with a new ergonomic desk chair.

When you see more than one person working in the library, that’s usually a volunteer
doing background tasks like reshelving books, packing interlibrary loan items, preparing
for programs, maintaining the website and newsletter, staffing activities and programs,
and stocking the Corner Book Shoppe. See the other side for some of the programs,
activities, and services in BPL’s past fiscal year.

As always, we truly appreciate any help you can give to the Friends of Benzonia Public
Library, whether it’s your hard-earned money or your volunteer time, or both.

Gratefully yours,

The Friends of Benzonia Public Library Board of Directors: Ruth Catton, Roger Dewey,
Michael Hughes, Kathleen Johnson, Jimmy McLaren, Sue Smith, Nicole St. Laurent, Kelly
Vasher, and Flint Watt

PO Box 445, 891 Michigan Avenue, Benzonia, Michigan 49616-0445
231-882-4111 ¥ www.benzonialibrary.org



2024 /2025 at Benzonia Public Library!
With the help of an amazing staff, incredible patrons, wonderful Trustees, and the very
best volunteers, Benzonia Public Library continues to be a place of wonder, learning, fun,
and connection. Thanks to the fundraising efforts of our Friends group and many
generous donors, support was provided to meet many needs of BPL.

Some highlights from Benzonia Public Library’s fiscal year July 2024-June 2025
include:

e Each month in 2025 there has been a special event to celebrate the library’s 100
years in the Mills and the 100 years of the Mills as a Community House, among
them: a revived Strawberry Social, with videographer Jeffrey Smith recording
patrons’ early memories of the library and the Mills; scanning days to record
patrons’ old documents; an intergenerational “no electronic devices” program;
Poetry Potpourri night; a genealogy clinic; (and much more to come this fall).

e Plant Diagnostic Clinics with MSU Extension and Master Gardener volunteers ran
May through September, offering great advice on plant pests & diseases, lawn, bug
or weed identification & recommendations.

e Preschool Storytime with Miss Anne ran September 2024-May 2025! Fridays at
10:30am Miss Anne joins the kiddos for story time fun, songs, activities and crafts.

e Tween Club has been a huge hit with our 8-13-year-old patrons and will continue
to meet throughout the year with new and exciting monthly themes

o The Friends hosted the library’s Holiday Party. With a puppet show, stories, crafts
and treats, it was a wonderful time of togetherness and fun!

e History Teller Maureen Esther presented several wonderful programs including the
Civil War, Jan Van Eyck, Henry VIII, Detroit Institute of Art, and Titanic
Remembered

e The 2025 Summer Reading Program “Color Our World!” provided lots of fun with
puppet shows, crafts, activities, baby bingo, and Prizes!

e The library staff attended the annual meeting of Mid-Michigan Library League and
the Michigan Library Association for professional development. Funding provided
by the Friends.

e The Library of Things items include Birding Kit, Oral History Backpack, Pickleball
Set, and Bean Bag toss.

o Free ice skate check-out was again available, but the unseasonably warm weather
did not help the Benzonia outdoor ice rink last winter. Some skates were checked
out and used at other rinks.

e Hot Spot check-outs have been “hot”. We were able to continue the program thanks
to an extension of the grant we received, with Friends’ matching funds.

e Summer and holiday book/puzzle/craft sales by the Friends of BPL raised funds for
the library. Crafts sold at the Holiday Sale are created by our extraordinarily
talented and world-famous Repurposeful Librarians, and ALL proceeds benefit the
library!

e The Friends’ Corner Book Shoppe is available year-round when the library is open
and is an inexpensive source for purchasing donated books and jigsaw puzzles.

We are so blessed to have such amazing staff, volunteers, and Friends at the library. We
look forward to seeing what we can do together in the future! Your contribution will help
keep us on the path to the next 100 years of service to Benzie County.



