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UNEARTH A STORY
Summer Reading 2026

Thursdays at 3:00 pm
Weekly Puppet Shows, Activities & Crafts
June 18 - July 30
Benzonia Public Library - Upper Level
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REGISTER * READ * WIN
Registration begins June 1st

JUNE 18th - UNEARTH A STORY

We are so excited to kick-off this year’s Summer Reading Program! Join the BPL Puppet Lab to learn all about dinosaurs,
create dinosaur skeletons, and even explore how to excavate your own dinosaur fossils at home!

JUNE 25th - UNEARTH THE WORLD BELOW

What is hiding below our feet? Many years of history, that’s what! We will learn about geology and make our own multi-
layered terrariums to take home!

JULY 2nd: Happy 4th of July! No program this week, but keep “digging around” on your own! :)

JULY 9th - UNEARTH THE STARS ABOVE

*Special Presentation ~ Cognition Science and Discovery Center*

Our friends from Cognition will be bringing their portable planetarium down to BPL to teach us all about the stars! We
will see a star show and make a “stellar” craft.

JULY 16th - UNEARTH HISTORY WITH GRANDMA’S BAG *Special Presentation ~ Benzie Area Historical Society*
What can we unearth in Grandma’s Big Bag? BAHS will come help us understand “HERstory” from the perspective of the
treasures found in a historical handbag. We will also use writing prompts to create a story of our own!

JULY 23rd - UNEARTH LIVING FOSSILS

*Special Presentation ~ Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum*

Take a journey back to when ancient animals roamed the earth and then experience their modern-day relatives! Meet
LIVE ANIMALS and learn how they have adapted over time but still resemble their prehistoric ancestors!

JULY 30th - UNEARTH AN ADVENTURE
Can you befriend a dinosaur? The BPL Puppet Lab will lead us on an
adventure to learn how! We will make wearable dinosaur tails and
then head outside for a dino-egg hunt. What a way to finish off our
Summer Reading Program!

BABY BINGO @BPL
Summer Fun for ages 0-3.
Featuring activities to enjoy
with your little one.

Bingo sheets available June 2nd.
Pick a prize for each bingo activity
sheet turned in by July 30th.

& COME JOIN IN ON THE FUN!
- WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!
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Youth Programs

JUVENILE NON-FICTION

America’s Founding Myths... And what really
happened!, Christy Mahaly

The Music Inside Us: Yo-Yo Ma & His gifts to the
world, James Howe

Rocket: Feel the force of the world’s most powerful
machines, Josh Barker

JUVENILE FICTION

Found Sound, Meg Wolitzer

Just One Gift, Linda Sue Park

Life on the Moon, Matthew Swanson
Octopus Moon, Bobbie Pyron

Our Fair Share, Sarah Marie A Jette

The Queen’s Granddaughter, Diane Zahler
The Second Life of Snap, Erin Entrada Kelly
Styx and Stones, Gary Schmidt

JUVENILE GRAPHIC

The Hidden Dominion of Geordie James, Mike Dawson
Inbetweens, Faith Erin Hicks

Opting Out, Maria Kobabe

JUVENILE SERIES & LEVELED READERS

Bat and the Waiting Game - 2 (Bat Series #2), Elana K
Arnold

How to Save an Owl - 2 (Wildlife Rescue #2), Kate Messner
How to Save a Tortoise - 3 (Wildlife Rescue #3), Kate
Messner

PICTURE BOOKS

The Future Book, Mac Barnett

Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs, lan Whybrow
Hold, Randy Ribay

I Spy Dinosaurs: Find the dino friends playing hide and
seek!, Thomas Larch

It's My Birthday, Mo Willems

Mr. Kuroki’s Garden, Anne Renaud

Nunu and the Sea, Isabelle Kung

Sixteen Games of Hide and Seek, Stephen Barr
Woods & Words: The story of poet Mary Oliver, Sara Holly
Ackerman

The Worried Book, Howard Pearlstein

JDVD

Goat (DVD)

MICHIGAN LEGACY ART PARK QUILT: An All-Ages Project

Be part of the LEGACY - Art Park, that is! Stop in to the library and help us
decorate wood quilt pieces to be displayed at MLAP. This will be an ongoing,
independent art project available to patrons inside the library through the end of
June and all ages are encouraged to participate! We welcome you to stay and
complete your quilt piece here so that it can be left with us for assembly!

We have all of the materials ready and waiting for YOU...

Help us make the Benzonia Public Library quilt the most beautiful in the county!

Gather 2 Grow

FREE Summer Lunch Program
\ Beginning June 9th
\/; Tuesdays & Thursdays
\ 12:00 - 2:00pm
Benzonia Public Library Porch
891 Michigan Ave. (US-31) Benzonia, MI 49616
Feeding America West Michigan's
"Gather 2 Grow" program provides FREE, nutritious,
shelf-stable lunches to children (18 and under) and
disabled young adults (up to age 26). The program
aims to bridge the summer hunger gap by utilizing
participating libraries to act as distribution points.
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Miss Anne and Pete the Cat need a
summer break, too! Storytime will
resume in September. Make sure to
enjoy your summer and we hope to

f see you at our
\ Summer Reading
.

Program events!




Adult Programs

Adults... What’s New For You!

ADULT -FIC

26 Beauties: A Women’s Murder Club Thrilller - 26,
James Patterson

The Calamity Club: A Novel, Kathryn Stockett

A Deadly Episode - 6, Anthony Horowitz

Dissection of a Murder: A Novel, Joelle Murray

The Divorce, Freida McFadden

Edge of Honor - 24 (Scot Harvath #24), Brad Thor
Elegy In Blue, Mark Helprin

Enormous Wings: A Novel, Laurie Frankel

The Final Target, Nora Roberts

Five Weeks in the Country: A Novel, Francine Prose
A Fortune of Sand: A Novel, Ruta Sepetys

Ghost Town: A Novel, Tom Perrotta

It's Hard to be an Animal, Robert Isaacs

John of John, Douglas Stuart

Livonia Chow Mein: A Novel, Abigail Savitch-Lew
Mercy Hill: A Novel, Hannah Thurman

The Original: A Novel, Priya Parmar

Returns and Exchanges: A Novel, Kayla Rose Whitaker
Revenge Prey - 36, John Sandford

The Shippers, Katherine Center

The Silent House of Sleep - 1, Allan Gaw

The Things We Never Say: A Novel, Elizabeth Strout
Treat Them as Buffalo: A Novel, Blair Palmer Yoxall
The Yankee Sphinx: An FDR Novel, Mark Frost

Join us at Benzonia Public Library for
Michigan Notable Book Author

Tim Mulherin
This Magnetic North:
Candid Conversations on a
Changing Northern Michigan

Thursday, June 25
6:00PM Upper Level

What happens when a place is so beautiful that

everyone wants to go there - and then they stay?

This book and author discussion explores a
phenomenon occurring around Michigan’s Great
Lakes and other high-demand scenic locations
across the country: natural landscapes are
undergoing profound human and climatological
change as people pick up their lives and move to
bucolic locations.

ADULT - NON-FIC

Container Gardening Simplified, Earthwise Living
The Creative Container Garden: Grow a vibrant, year-
round mix of flowers, food, herbs, and more, Anders
Royneberg

Mother Tongue: A memoir, Sara Novic

Zine Making & Bookbinding: A beginners guide in 25
projects, Lauren Simkin Berke

ADULT - LARGE PRINT

Caller Unknown: A Novel, Gillian McAllister
The Foursome: A Novel, Christina Baker Kline
Underlake, Erin L McCoy

DVD

All Creatures Great & Small - Seasons 5 & 6 (DVD)
Avatar 3 : Fire and Ash (DVD)

The Bride! (DVD)

Call the Midwife - Season 15 (DVD)

Fallout - Season 2 (DVD)

IT: Welcome to Derry - Season 1 (DVD)

Landman - Season 2 (DVD)

Reminders of Him (DVD)

Wuthering Heights: 2026 (DVD)

YOUNG ADULT

Ambrosia Lee Drops the Mic, Patricia Park

Estrela, Undrowning, Rene Pena-Govea

Forgive-Me-Not, Mari Costa N

Holloway, Elana K. Arnold & Hoe

How To Be Normal, Ange Crawford MA%“
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MSU EXTENSION
PLANT DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC

Tuesday, June 9th
11:00am-2:00pm
Benzonia Public Library Porch

Bring us your bugs, weeds, and plant diseases
for identification and recommendations!
MSUE will once again host a clinic at BPL on the
2" Tuesday, May-September. Staffed by MSUE
employees & Extension Master Gardeners, the
diagnostic clinic will assist residents with plant
pests & diseases, lawn, bug or weed ID. 3
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891 Michigan Ave (US-31), PO. Box 445
Benzonia, MI 49616
www.benzonialibrary.org

benzonialibraryconnect@gmail.com
231-882-4111

BENZONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Jane Sullivan, President
Megan Barnard, Secretary
Audrey Pittinos, Trustee

Board of Trustees

Paula Lake, Vice Pres.
Diana Heller, Treasurer
Jennifer Ryan, Trustee

Benzonia Public Library Board of Trustees meetings are at 4:00pm on the 3™ Wednesday of
each month in the library building. Meetings are open to the public.

J

FRIEMDS
OF

BENZONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Providing the little and
not so little extras
for the Library!

Roger Dewey, President

Kathy Johnson, Secretary
Ruth Catton, Director
Sue Smith, Director

FRIENDS OF BENZONIA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Board of Directors
Jimmy McLaren, Vice Pres
Nicole St.Laurent, Treasurer
Flint Watt, Director
Kelly Vasher, Director

Meetings are held on the 1* Thursday every other month in the library building.
The next meeting is: June 4, 2026 at 4:30pm. Everyone welcome.

Summer Book & Puzzle Sale

Save the date for the Friends of BPL
Summer Book and Puzzle Sale!
Saturday, July 18th
10:00am - 2:00pm

Lower Level

NEW to the Library of Things at BPL

We have added some amazing, new Stay Sharp
kits to our collection! These are designed for adults
and are also great for intergenerational play!
Look for them in the non-fiction room.

We also now have an Energy Audit kit available!

Visit www.benzonialibrary.org
to see all items in our catalog.

Hot Spots at BPL

We are excited to announce that the Friends of
Benzonia Public Library have agreed to fund
hot spots for another year!

We will continue to offer hot spots to
Benzie County residents with proof of residency
or property ownership in our computer system.

Our service provider, Mobile Beacon, states that they
offer the nation’s largest 5G network and lightening-
fast 4G network exclusively to community
organizations, schools, libraries, and non-profits
across the country. Visit their coverage page at
www.mobilebeacon.org/coverage for details.

At BPL, we believe this program will offer excellent
coverage to most of our users. As with all hot spot
providers, there may be areas that are not well
covered and BPL is subject to these limitations.

Borrow ebooks,
audiobooks & magazines

P

Up North Digital Collection using the Libby App

Includes eBooks, audiobooks, and eMagazines on your personal device or computer.
Visit benzonialibrary.org and click on the Digital Collection icon.
Funded by Friends of BPL

Transparent Language Online

The Mid-Michigan Library League, of
which BPL is a proud member, is providing
free access to this wonderful language

learning resource.

Visit benzonialibrary.org and click on the transparent language icon.

Receive BPL Newsletters &
Activity Updates via email!

JOIN OUR
MAILING LIST 4
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